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ADDIS ABABA CITY
JUDICIAL ADMINSTRATION COMMISSION
PROCLAMTION No. 4/2003

WHEREAS, the Addis Ababa city courts are established as
part of judicial bodies of the City in accordance with Addis
Ababa City Government Revised Charter Proclamation No.
311/2003;
WHEREAS, It is found necessary to establish a Judicial
Administration Commission in the Addis Ababa City Courts
which directs judicial administration in ensuring judicial
independence so as to independently administer the judicial
free from the interference of any organ or official;
NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Articles 44/1/ and
66/2/ of the Addis Ababa City Government Revised Charter
Proclamation NoO. 311/2003, the provisional government of
the city proclaims as follows.
1. Short Title

This proclamation may be cited as the “Addis Ababa

City Courts Judicial Administration Commission

Establishment proclamation No. 4/2003.”
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2. Definitions

In this proclamation:

1) “ Disciplinary offence” means the offence indicated
in the disciplinary and ethics regulations of the
Court;

2) “Gross incompetence and inefficiency” means
failure to fulfill the quality and quantity standards of
the discipline and ethics regulations and it includes
one who commits error of law or fact not
attributable to the training and experience that the
judicial profession requires and one that delays
cases beyond a reasonable time;

3) “Judge” means an official of the court appointed to
give decisions in the Addis Ababa City Courts.

2. Establishment of the Judicial Administration Commission
The Judicial Administration commission of the Addis
Ababa City Courts which is called “Commission” from
now on wards shall be established by this proclamation

3. Members of the Commission

1) The Commission shall have the following members:

(a) President of the City Appellate Court -----------
Chairperson;

(b) Vice President of the City Appellate Court-----
member;

(c) Two persons designated by the City Council---
member;

(d) President of the City First Instance Court-------
member ;

(e) One person designed by Federal Courts---------
members;’

(f) One judge elected by judges of the City Courts-
member;

2) The Commission shall have a Secretary.

3) The vice president of the Appellate Court shall act
on behalf of the President in the absence of the latter.

4. Power and Functions of the Commission

The Commission shall have the following powers

and functions to:

1) Select and present to the Mayor eligible judges
for their appointment by the city council after
soliciting the opinion of the Federal Judicial
Administration Commission and in
complementing its own opinion.

2) Direct and follow-up judicial operation in the
City Courts;

3) Approve the ethics and disciplinary regulation
of the judges of the courts;

4) Determine, in accordance with Government
policy the transfer, salary, allowance, promotion
and placement of judges; study and make
proposals to the mayor on the implementation of
medical and other benefits/incentives;

5) Investigate and decide on cases submitted to it
regarding termination of appointment and cases
of disciplinary offences of judges, where it finds
it necessary it may suspend the judge from
office pending its decision and the details
thereof shall be defined by the disciplinary
procedures of the commission.
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5. Meetings of the commission

1) The Commission shall have a regular meeting once in

every month. Extraordinary meetings may be called
where necessary.

2) There shall be a quorum where more than half of the

members of the Commission are present in the
meeting.

3) A decision in the Commission shall be passed by

majority vote. The Chairperson shall have a costing
vote in case where there is a tie.

4) Any judge whose disciplinary case is under the

consideration of the Commission may not attend the
meeting at the time of deliberation as a member.

5) Without prejudice to the provisions of this Article, the

Commission may issue its own internal regulations.

6. Power and Functions of the Chairperson of the Commission
The Chairperson of the Commission shall have the
following powers and functions to:

1)

2)
3)
4)

Direct and the secretariat of the
commission ;

Call the meetings of the commission;

Chair the meetings of the commission;

Prepare summary of the curriculum vitae of
candidate judges for consideration of the
commission; forward the list of candidate judges

selected by the commission to the concerned bodies.

supervise

7. Eligibility for judicial appointment
1) The following requirements shall be fulfilled for

judicial appointment in the city courts:
(a) Loyalty to the federal constitution and the city

charter;

(b) Legal training and warranted practical experience;
(c) Commendable for diligence, sense of justice and

ethics;

(d) Voluntary to serve in the judiciary; and
(e) not less than twenty- five years of age.
2. No simultaneous post in the judiciary may be

occupied while working as a member of the
legislative, executive or any political organization.

8. Termination of Judicial Tenure
1) The judicial tenure of a judge in the city courts may be

terminated

(a) by resignation in giving a written notice of two

months;

(b) where no longer he can carry out his respond

sibilates on account of illness.

(c) where gross incompetence and inefficiency has

been found to be committed by a judge;

(d) where it is decided for the termination of the

appointment for violation of the disciplinary and
etics regulations;

(e) upon retirement

2) The decision on the termination of judicial tenure
on the grounds mentioned under sub-article 1(b), (c)
and(d) of this article shall be approved by simple

majority vote of the city council.
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9. Petition
Any person may lodge a petition against a judge
on matters to be considered by the commission
in accordance with this proclamation. The
details of procedures shall be defined by
directives of the commission.

10. Oath
Judges shall declare on oath before
commencing their responsibilities as follows;
“I...... when on this date commence my
responsibility as a judge of the city court pledge
to carry out faithfully and with integrity the
high responsibility entrusted to me by the
council of the city Government.”

11. Power to issue regulations and directives
1) The Cabinet of the City Government may
issue regulations necessary for the
implementation of this proclamation.
2) The Commission may issue directives
necessary for the implementation of this
proclamation and regulations issued under it.

12. Effective Date
This proclamation shall come in to force as of
the 27" day of February, 2003

Done at Addis Ababa
This date of 27" of February 2003.

Provisional Government of Addis Ababa City



